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Death Notice

Author with local ties publishes novel

(Death Notice Policy: As a service to our readers, the Pilot
News publishes death notices free of charge. They may be faxed:
(574) 936-3844 or e-mailed: news@thepilotnews.com)

BY JOSEPH RAYMOND
STAFF WRITER

Wayne Ringer

LAKE LATONKA— “All
families will run into a skeleton in the closet,” author
Thomas Ray Crowel of
Highland, Ind. said about
publishing
his
story
“Scattered Harvest.”
Crowel already had written
two other books from his
experiences as a businessman,
“Dirty Little Tricks: How
Salespeople Are Robbing You
Blind” and “Simple Selling:
Common
Sense
That
Guarantees Your Success”
before he began writing
“Scattered Harvest.” He spent
four years amassing an 800page manuscript that he
wrote with paper and pencil
in an upstairs room of his
Lake Latonka house.
“I enjoyed writing the
novel, I never thought I
would write a novel,” Crowel
said.
The inspiration for writing
“Scattered Harvest” came as
he slept.
“I had a dream that my
father told me to check out
my roots,” Crowel said.
When Crowel went to the
county seat where his grandfather lived, he made the
chilling discovery that his
grandfather’s records were
sealed away in the in the cab-

Oct. 21, 2006
WALKERTON — Wayne Ringer, 70, W. 4B Road,
Walkerton, died Saturday, Oct. 21, at Saint Joseph Regional
Medical Center, South Bend.
He is survived by his wife, Deborah (Snider) Ringer of
Walkerton; sons Phil Ringer of Waterloo, Ind., Patrick and
Melody Ringer of South Bend; daughters: Christina Dickson of
Plymouth, Connie and Steve McCoige of Walkerton, Carla
Ringer of Plymouth, Corina and Lyle Stutzman of Niles, Mich.,
Cheryl and Bart Tragesser of South Bend, Cathy and Tim
Messenger of South Bend and Coleen and Nate Lillie of South
Bend.
Visitation is Tuesday, Oct. 24 from 4 to 7 p.m. at Plymouth
Baptist Church, 11345 9A Rd., Plymouth.
Services are Tuesday at 7 p.m. at the church.
Burial will be at Chapel Hill in Osceola.
Memorial contributions may be made to the church.
Johnson-Danielson Funeral Home, Plymouth, is in charge
of the arrangements.

Meijer to fill prescriptions for free
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. (AP) — Meijer Inc.’s 176 pharmacies will fill without charge prescriptions for seven
generic oral antibiotics, the discount retail and grocery
chain said Monday.
“Any customer, regardless of insurance or copay, can
take their prescription to any Meijer pharmacy and receive
their designated antibiotic free of charge,” the company
said.
Meijer said its program covers at least one antibiotic
from each major antibiotic classification. They make up at
least 70 percent of the generic antibiotic prescriptions for
children that Meijer fills.

Ounce of
Prevention
Breast Cancer Awareness
& Fundraiser Event
Saturday, November 11
7:00PM
Plymouth Country Club
10055 Pretty Lake Trail
Plymouth, IN
Casual attire appropriate

Auctions, Entertainment by “Flood Stage”
Wine & Cheese

Tax-Deductible Admission Ticket:
$35 per person, in advance
Available at
Oliver Ford Lincoln Mercury in Plymouth
$45 per person at the door
100% of all proceeds to be invested locally, supporting
the Breast Cancer Research and awareness efforts of
Saint. Joseph Regional Medical Center of Marshall County.

For more information,
contact Jennifer at 574-948-0820
or Jessica at 574-930-1404
Tickets generously donated by
Town & Country Press, Plymouth, IN
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For four years, Thomas Ray
Crowel wrote in his Lake
Latonka house with a pencil
and paper to create
“Scattered Harvest,” a story
set in rural Indiana in the
1900s.
inet marked “Mentals.”
Crowel began six years of
research that led him on a
journey into different mental
health facilities throughout
the Midwest. He discovered
his grandfather was wrongfully incarcerated in a mental
health facility in Indiana.
When he traveled to the
facility, he told the attendant
from the facility, “I can’t
believe this place still exists.”
Crowel added, “I felt
creepy, you know, since my
grandfather was there.”
Crowel’s research for the

inspired from the real events
of his family’s past, it’s not a
history of the Crowel family.
He wrote a novel to capture a
time in America before World
War I and to expose the abuse
and corruption of the mental
health system in early
America.
“It’s not as much a history
of my family... as much as it’s
a history of family before
World War I,” Crowel said.
Crowel also wanted to
show people who live in metropolitan areas what life in
early, rural Indiana was like.
While Crowel has asked the
exact location and specific
details of his grandfather and
his family to remain private,
the details revealed in the
book paint a vivid picture of
his grandfather’s farm in the
early 1900s. Even today, the
farm is still standing.
“When you read this book,
you will know exactly where
you are at,” Crowel said.
Readers near his grandfather’s old farm will be able to
identify with the story and
details. But so will readers
across the Midwest with their
own families’ histories.
“Scattered Harvest” will be
available just in time for holiday shopping on Nov. 27. He
recently completed a screenplay for the book and has
hopes that it will be turned
into a movie.

Dentist who diagnosed nonexistent cavities reaches agreement
ANGOLA (AP) — A dentist accused of
diagnosing cavities that did not exist will
not face prison time, according to an
agreement filed in Steuben Circuit Court.
Penelope Dunlap, 36, was charged in
December with six felony counts of
Medicaid fraud and five felony counts of
attempted theft.
Attorneys filed an agreement Monday

that would change those charges to misdemeanors and allow them to be dismissed after 10 years. The deal requires
Dunlap to not treat Medicaid patients
during that time and also complete 100
hours of community service, among
other conditions.
The agreement is not a formal plea
agreement, so a judge does not have to

approve the terms. Instead, the agreement is between special prosecutor Greg
Kenner and Dunlap. Kenner can refile
criminal charges if Dunlap does not comply with the agreement.
Dunlap’s attorney, Anthony Kraus,
said she looks forward to proving her
abilities as a dentist.

Abatements
has also fulfilled their commitment.
Other resolutions passed by
the Plymouth City Council
included the resolution to
allow for the use of UDAG
funds by the Plymouth
Redevelopment Commission
for the T2 initiative in seeking
a federal EDA grant. If further
allows for the repayment of
the UDAG funds with inter-

Continued from the front

est.
Councilman Kurt Garner
was the only council member
to vote against the resolution.
The council also approved a
$5,000 additional appropriation for the City Building
Commissioner’s Department
for a secretary position that
will begin on Nov. 6. In the
same time frame, a $5,000
reduction will be made in the

police department budget
because the secretary will be
transferring from the police
department to the building
commissioner.
The
final
resolution
allowed for the transfer of
$12,000 from the general fund
to city properties and maintenance department, with
$7,000 to go to Price’s
Nursery to pay for the land-

T2
work with Lowes’ representatives
regarding Pilgrim Lane. City attorney Joe
Simanski said he has been trying unsuccessfully to reach representatives to
bring the road up to code.
Director of Public Works Rick Gaul
said the city is now working with the
fourth and fifth project engineer to begin
work on Oak Road. Nearby, the work on
the Stockberger drain is waiting for a
review from Nipsco. The city would like
to begin working on the drain as soon as
possible and is seeking an easement from
Nipsco for the Project. Gaul reported the
city could have to wait until spring if the
project does not start soon.
Unfortunately, the city is dependent
upon Nipsco’s timetable to review the

WITH GRATITUDE TO OUR VETERANS…
This Veterans Day, make it a point to say thanks and recognize our brave American
veterans for their heroic contributions to our country. They risked their lives to protect our
freedom. Show your appreciation with a message in our Veterans Day Salute, a special
commemorative section devoted to our country’s brave veterans (living or deceased).

VETERANS
D
AY TRIBUTES
November 11, 2006
1x3 Ads: $20.00
Deadline: November 8 • Purchase your greeting by phone or in person.
For more information call Angel at 936-3101 or 1-800-933-0356.
Mail in picture along with copy & check to:
Veteran Tribute • PO Box 220 • Plymouth, IN 46563

scaping
at
the
Life
Enrichment Center and $915
for additional curb and pattern concrete in front of the
ambulance bays at the
Plymouth Fire Station.
The remaining funds will
pay for the new furnace at the
firehouse and bring the city’s
tree fund up to $4,000.

Continued from the front
proposal. “We don’t even know where
this is on Nipsco’s agenda,” Filson said.
In district 2, Simanski reported that the
FDIC is considering releasing the COHI,
Inc. property to allow its development.
Also in district 2, the RDC approved a
review board for the South Gateway
improvements. It would hear proposals
from contractors in private one-on-one
sessions to give the board a chance to
hear more details than the RDC might
here in an open forum where contractors
might be afraid to reveal trade secrets.
The review board will consist of Filson
(who recommended the proposal), Gaul,
Clerk-Treasurer Toni L. Hutchings, Cook,
and RDC President Rex Crump. The
board would also seek the counsel of

HOOSIER LOTTERY
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book led him to small towns
in rural Indiana. He talked to
the people who still remembered life in the early 1900s,
people in their 80s or 90s, to
get their stories. He took the
kind of life they described
from the 1900s and wove it
together with his family’s history
when
he
wrote
“Scattered Harvest.”
The story centers around
the story of Crowel’s grandfather. Like the Will Krouse
character in his novel,
Crowel’s grandfather lost his
home, his farm, and his family when he was wrongfully
committed to an asylum.
Crowel’s father and his three
brothers were split up. His
grandmother died of tuberculosis. Crowel was born in
Gary where his father ended
up.
After those facts, Crowel’s
imagination lends to the rest
of the story crafted in
“Scattered Harvest.” His rich
characters capture the essence
of early Indiana life. “These
characters are alive in my
head; they’re alive,” said
Crowel.
He said when he was writing the novel, he would ask
himself, “I wonder what
Prudy and Rudy [characters
in the book] are doing
today?” before he picked up a
pencil.
Though the book was

Daily 3: 8-7-2
Daily 4: 8-8-07
Lucky 5: 1-11-20-31-34
(Below numbers from 10/23)
Hoosier: 7-8-12-23-29
Powerball: 9-29-31-45-55/7

Simanski for legal matters.
Once a proposal moves past the review
board, the RDC would still need to hear
from the top proposals in a public forum
for a project and agree on the best proposal before the commission takes any
action.
Before adjourning, Filson asked the
board to consider having a paid staff to
work on proposals in the future. He said
the city of Plymouth could benefit from
having a person whose career is dedicated to developing the future of the city.
He suggested such a staff could do more
than the group of volunteers who now
form the commission.
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&
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WEATHER FORECAST
WEDNESDAY
Cloudy
High: 51
Low: 36

THURSDAY
Rainy
High: 51
Low: 36
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COUNTY COUNCIL
DISTRICT 4

BONNIE YEAZEL
ONLY CANDIDATE FOR COUNCIL
ON THE BALLOT THAT IS A

RESIDENT OF PLYMOUTH!
PAID FOR BY THE COMMITTEE TO ELECT BONNIE YEAZEL. APPROVED BY THE
CANDIDATE.

for

LARRY BALMER
✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮
MARSHALL COUNTY
THE

SHERIFF
✮ B readth of Experience
✮ E ducation & Excellence
✮ S ervice to Community
✮ T otal Commitment CANDIDATE

✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮
Paid for by Balmer for Sheriff Election Committee

